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Organization of U.S. Education:

The Federal Role

The U.S. federal government does not have any direct authority over education in the United States.  There is no national ministry of education and no education framework law or laws in the United States.  

The role of the U.S. federal government is limited to the following: 

· Exercising leadership in promoting educational policies and reform efforts of national scope; 

· Administering federal assistance programs authorized and appropriated by Congress; 

· Enforcing federal civil rights laws as they pertain to education; 

· Providing information and statistics about education at the national and international levels; and 

· Providing technical expertise to the U.S. Department of State, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, other federal agencies and Executive Office of the President in conducting the foreign affairs of the United States as these pertain to education and within the limited scope of federal power in this area.

The federal government does not:

· Own, control or oversee U.S. schools or postsecondary institutions*;

· Inspect, accredit, or license schools, postsecondary institutions, or other educational providers;

· Set curricula or content standards for academic or professional subjects;

· Hire or license faculty or other educational professionals;

· Set educational standards for the admission, enrollment, progress, or graduation of students at any level;

· Set standards, license, or regulate professional occupations or practicing professionals (other than federal civilian and military personnel); or

· Determine or allocate educational budgets for states, localities, or institutions.

*Except for institutions established to serve federal personnel and their families, such as the military service academies and advanced service schools, plus public schools located overseas to educate children of U.S. personnel stationed abroad.   

The U.S. Department of Education is the lead federal agency in education.  Its roles are limited to: establishing policies on federal financial aid for education and administering programs and funds; collecting data on America's schools and disseminating research; focusing national attention on key educational issues; and prohibiting discrimination and ensuring equal access to education.

The U.S. Department of State (DOS) is the lead federal agency in foreign affairs.  It cooperates with ED and other federal agencies on international matters pertaining to their expertise and jurisdiction, including education, and oversees federal educational and cultural exchange programs. 

Other Federal Agencies have significant commitments to education at various levels, particularly in the provision of assistance and supporting research, training, and development.  These agencies include:

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
U.S. Department of Commerce (DOC) 
U.S. Department of Defense (DOD)
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
U.S. Department of the Interior (INT)
U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ)
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)
U.S. Department of Veterans' Affairs (VA)
U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS)
U.S. National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
U.S. National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)
U.S. National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)
U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF)
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