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	Description of Project: 
	District 75 serves 23,000 students with special needs in New York City, with more than 4,000 teachers in 56 schools. In partnership with the Manhattan New Music Project (MNMP), the district is launching Everyday Arts for Special Education (EASE), a 5-year initiative to increase the effectiveness of teachers in special education settings. EASE is a professional development program designed to improve student achievement in the areas of communication; socialization; academic learning; and arts proficiency through integrated, arts-based approaches. Through a series of training workshops and extensive in-school support, participating teachers in 10 treatment schools will learn skills and strategies across multiple arts disciplines (music, dance, visual arts and theater) in order to integrate the arts into their classroom instruction. In addition, EASE training will be offered to other teachers within District 75 through a district wide professional development program, to special education teachers and college students through Summer Seminar workshops, and to special education administrators nationwide through Administrators' Workshops. Through treatment schools and other training efforts, EASE will serve 40,795 students. 

In its professional development partnership with MNMP's Communication and Socialization through the Arts, District 75 has found evidence that integrated arts instruction can help address core communication and socialization deficits in students on the autism spectrum. The district expects to see similar results when similar instruction is differentiated for a range of special-needs populations. For most students with disabilities, communication and socialization are major curriculum areas, and are represented in each student's Individualized Education Program (IEP) goals; in this sense, improvement in these areas constitutes improved student achievement in and of itself. Moreover, lack of mastery in these areas can have a negative effect on all areas of learning. Improving communication and socialization skills through targeted arts activities provides opportunities for teaching other curricula. Core academic areas can be taught in 



	Description of Project Continued:
	engaging ways through arts integration, particularly for students who may not easily learn through more traditional instruction. Through intensive professional development, EASE seeks to increase participating teachers' ability to effectively apply integrated, multidisciplinary, arts-based strategies for students with special needs. EASE specifically targets improvements in students' communication and socialization skills, and the district expects these improvements to lead to academic gains in other content areas. A rise in students' arts proficiency is also anticipated. 



	Description of Evaluation: 

	The evaluation will employ a quasi-experimental design, with an additional systematic, qualitative component. Research questions include the following: (1) Does the program increase teachers' ability to effectively apply multidisciplinary arts-based strategies for students with special needs? (2) Does the program improve students' communication and socialization skills through multidisciplinary arts activities? (3) Does the program improve students' arts proficiency through multidisciplinary arts activities? (4) Does the program improve students' academic proficiency through multidisciplinary arts activities? (5) Are there different effects among different sample populations, including students on the autism spectrum, students with cognitive disabilities, students with emotional disturbance, and students with multiple disabilities? 
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