HHS/ED Children’s Center 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Question:      What is an Accredited child-care center?

Answer:        The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) is accredited by several board members to ensure a healthy and safe environment for our children. The center offers a whole-child approach to early education, emphasizing play, learning, and the arts of nurturing. Most information can be found on their website: www.hhsedchildrenscenter.org.  Accredited child-care centers also is a child-care center that is (1) accredited by a child-care accreditation entity; (2) a center that is used as a Head Start center under the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.) and is in compliance with any applicable performance standards established by regulation under such Act for Head Start programs; or (3) an armed forces child-development center that is in compliance with any applicable performance standards established by regulation, rule, or military order.

Question:     What are the hours of operation?
Answer:       The center is open Monday through Friday from 7:00am to 6:00pm (they are closed all federal government holidays). 

Question:     What is the eligible age of participate?
Answer:       Education/HHS Child Care Center sponsors children age range from 6weeks to 5 yrs of age. Appropriate early childhood development is critical to ensuring children's success in school and in life. Given limited resources, the department concentrates their allocated funding in areas, which will serve the children the most.  
Question:     What are the requirements that a child qualifies to participate in the ED/HHS Child Care Center?
Answer:       The HHS/ED Children’s Center is open to all families, but due to great demand for high-quality care in Washington, DC region and our sponsorship by the Departments of Education and Health & Human Services, the center has a waiting list for enrollment. The waiting list operates on a priority basis, with the following established categories of priorities:

Note: A $50 non-refundable waitlist/registration fee is required.

1. Siblings of the children of employees of ED and HHS who are currently enrolled in the center;

2. Siblings of the children of employees of other federal agencies and departments who are currently enrolled in the Center;

3. Siblings of children that are currently enrolled in the Center from the general public, including federal contractors;
4. Children of employees of ED and HHS;

5. Children of employees of other federal agencies and departments;

6. Children of families of federal contractors;

7. Children of families from the general public

Note: While waiting for a placement, the center offers tours every Thursday between 10am – 4pm. Parents must call to schedule a Thursday tour.

Question:     How does a participant retrieve an application for enrollment into the ED/HHS Child Care Center? 

Answer:       Parents can retrieve the application by logging into the website listed www.hhsedchildrenscenter.org. The website will guide you to the waiting list form and you will place your child’s name on the waitlist.  

Question:     How is the tuition cost determined by child’s age for ED/HHS Child Care Center?
Answer:       The tuition amounts for all children enrolled in the ED/HHS Child Care Center are listed as follows:

1. Infants and Younger Toddlers - $649.00 Bi-weekly

2. Older Toddlers – $565.00 Bi-weekly

3. Preschool I and II - $507.00 Bi-weekly

	
	


Other information offered by ED/HHS Child Care Center

The ED/HHS Child Care Center features the following:

1. Loving, trained teachers with continuing education in the field;

2. A beautiful facility and new playground;

3. A quality curriculum based on developmentally appropriate practice, multiple intelligences and whole-child learning;

4. Field trips once a month for the four’s

5. Music for the two’s, three’s and four’s;

6. Sports and Art for the three’s and four’s;

7. Catered lunch, morning and afternoon snacks included.

Other information can be received by contacting the center at 202-260-7643
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